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In brief
Bargains for
new mothers
EXPECTANT mums can pick up
some bargains at a sale.
Copthorne Cots 2 Tots is holding
a nearly new sale from 1.30pm to
3pm on Saturday at Copthorne
Village Hall. Babies’ and children’s
clothes, toys, books, and travel
equipment will be among the
goods on sale.
It costs £12 to have a stall at the
sale and admission is £1.
For more information e-mail
cots2tots@live.co.uk or call 07891
984953.

Car rescue
EMERGENCY services were called
to a crash in Ifield Drive at 1pm on
Thursday.
Firefighters had to release one
woman from a vehicle using
hydraulic rescue equipment and
helped another man get out of his
car. Both were taken to hospital by
ambulance.

Languages day
CENTRAL Sussex College is
holding a languages open day
tomorrow (Thursday).
The day runs from noon to 7pm
and is ideal for those interested in
joining one of the college’s parttime language courses.
For more information, visit
www.centralsussex.ac.uk

Arson attack
THE AFTERMATH of an arson
attack in Pound Hill was attended
by fire crews on Saturday evening.
A fence near Mereworth Drive
was set alight just before 6pm.

News

Town loses
out in petrol
price lottery
Why is our fuel so expensive?
Exclusive
by Laura Pauley
editor@crawleynews.co.uk

CRAWLEY motorists are being
hit in the pocket by a postcode
lottery at the petrol pumps, a
News investigation has revealed.
Petrol stations in surrounding
towns are charging up to 8p a
litre less for unleaded fuel than
those in Crawley.
The News surveyed petrol garages across the town, with the BP
in Ashdown Drive offering the
cheapest unleaded fuel at 115.9p a
litre and the BP garage at Pease
Pottage the most expensive at
119.9p a litre.
However, the News has spoken
to several visitors to the area who
say fuel is cheaper in their home
towns.
Our investigation shows a Shell

garage in Brighton charges just
111.9p a litre, with the same price
also being offered at petrol stations in Portsmouth and Croydon.
Claire Simmons, from Littlehampton, told the News: “In
Littlehampton, it’s only 113.9p for
a litre of unleaded. I like to come
to Crawley shopping but, if I do, I
make sure I have enough fuel to
get me home as it’s too expensive
to fill up here.”
Amanda Jennings, from Croydon, also finds fuel is dearer
here.
She said: “I live in Croydon and
work in Crawley. In Croydon I pay
116.9p a litre, so I always fill up
there.”
Shirley Canfield, from Maidenbower, says she often shops
around for petrol within Crawley.
She added: “I have to drive past

my local petrol station at the Coop to travel to the Tesco one in
Three Bridges, as it’s cheaper
there.”
The petrol companies told us
prices are set locally by the managers of individual filling stations.
A BP spokesman said: “There’s
no national price we have set.
Petrol stations set their own
prices to be competitive against
other sellers of fuel.”
A spokesman from UKPIA (UK
Petroleum Industry Association)
said Shell only provided petrol to
some stations and it was down to
the manager to set prices for each
garage.
HAVE you noticed a difference
in petrol prices between Crawley
and surrounding areas? E-mail
editor@crawleynews.co.uk
or
join the debate at www.thisissussex.co.uk/crawley
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Copthorne

SPOT THE DIFFERENCE: A litre of unleaded at Shell in Brighton
costs 111.9 per litre, compared to 117.9 a litre at the garage in
Copthorne

