18

Observer, Thursday, September 23, 2010

In brief
Book signing by
children’s writer
EAST GRINSTEAD: Children’s
author Tim Walker will be
signing copies of his Fizzle
Trilogy in Waterstones, East
Grinstead, on Saturday between
11am and 3pm.
Published by Faber & Faber,
the fantasy series comprises
Shipley Manor, The Flying
Fizzler and Rise of the Rattler
and is ideal for boys and girls in
the 8 to 12 age group.
Mr Walker will be bringing
along the original maps and
sketches he produced while
writing the books and other
interesting exhibits.

Rotary charity cash

EAST GRINSTEAD: More than
£1,000 has been collected for
Leukaemia and Lymphoma
Research by the East Grinstead
Rotary Club.
Collections in Lingfield, East
Grinstead and Forest Row took
place over the past few weeks.
Gordon Hyde, chairman of the
Rotary Club, would like to thank
everyone who gave money.

Station holds picnic

EAST GRINSTEAD: Meridian
FM will host a picnic in East
Court on Sunday.
Following the success of a
similar event in July, the
community radio station will be
providing music for picnickers
to enjoy between noon and 4pm
in the form of a live broadcast.
There will be freshly cooked
paella from The Paella Fella and
a champagne and wine bar.
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Needy children thrilled by
Jenny’s boxes of delights

TODAY the Courier & Observer launches a new
feature aimed at recognising those who do
outstanding work and contribute time and effort
to making other’s lives more rewarding. Our first
Unsung Hero, Jenny Page, told LAURA PAULEY
about how she helps children in eastern Europe
JENNY Page has dedicated 20
years of her life to filling boxes
and bags for children in Romania
and the Ukraine.
Now in her 70s, with more than
300 shoe boxes stacked around her
house, Jenny has decided to reduce her workload and is asking
for more people to get involved in
filling shoeboxes for the needy.
The West Hoathly resident first
heard about the charities Mustard Seed Relief Mission and Link
Romania through a TV appeal.
She said: “I was running a
Brownies group in West Hoathly
and thought it would be a great
scheme to get the children involved with.”
Two decades on Jenny, of
Chapel Row, no longer runs the
Brownies group but continues to
dedicate hours of her time trying
to make a difference to those less
fortunate.
“I don’t just fill boxes for children,” said Jenny.
“I do boot-sized boxes for families of four too.”
The boxes are filled with
everything from toiletries to hats
and gloves and writing equipment

for school.
As well as creating the boxes,
Jenny also knits presents for the
children.
She said: “I’m always busy. If
I’m not organising an article to
appear in the local parish chronicle then I’m knitting teddies, dollies and clothes to put in the
boxes.
“A lot of friends send me parcels
of knitted gifts too, which is lovely
for the children.

Faces
“My house is like Aladdin’s
cave. I’m always on the lookout for
stuff so I have a constant supply of
boxes, gifts and paperwork
hanging around the house.”
Even though each box costs
£2.50 to post, Jenny says this is
worth every penny.
She added: “The cost may seem
a lot but you can go online and
watch videos of the children receiving the boxes. The look on
their faces makes that small
amount worth it.”
The delivery of the shoebox is
not constructed like an everyday
delivery service.

DEDICATED: Jenny Page
With Link Romania, the box is
collected from the person’s home
and then gets delivered to the
country by lorry, before being
transported to remote villages by
horse and cart.
To date, Link Romania has sent
more than 450,000 shoeboxes to 80
different locations across eastern
Europe.
For more information, visit
www.msrm.org.uk
or
www.linkromania.co.uk

PACKAGES OF JOY: Jenny fills more than 300 boxes for children in
eastern Europe every year

